MINUTES

The eleventh meeting of the seventh Senate of the Student Government Association of
th
Western Kentucky University was called to order at 5:00 PM on October 28 , 2008, with
the Speaker of the Senate in the chair .
•
There were 26 of 34 senators present

....

The minutes were read and approved.

,

•

President - J ohnathon F. Boles

I wish to make the following statement as President of the Student Body:

•

With the events of October 22"" 2008, I feel that first, we must thank Chief
of Police Deane and Vice President Bailey for the hard work they did during the
events of that day. Campus was secured quickly, and the voice of the students and
the Student Senate was heard when they asked to be infonned of any potentially
dangerous scenario via the use of sirens, SMS text messaging, and emergency
emails. There is a very strong feeling of gratitude from parents and students and
there are very few who feel the communication was unneeded.
However, like in any situation, there were a few issues that I have already
delivered to the University Administration and I hope that the Student Senate, in
particular the campus Improvements Committee, chooses to address in subsequent
legislation.
Students, although thankful for the communication, are still not all signed
up for the SMS alert system. As Student Body President, I have time and time
again encouraged telecommunications to be a part of the M aster Plan process. I
would love for all students to sign up for this free service. This should hopefully
get all students to sign up for the system.
I would also encourage a session of orientation or master Plan be devoted
to campus safety and emergency plans.
Once the Administrative Council passes the Emergency Plan call "BEST" ,
which stands for "Building Emergency System Team" , all faculty, staff, and
student employees are trained in this and a receipt of their training is kept in their
employment me. This is something I have stressed to the Emergency
Management Task Force.
I have also been made aware of the lack of student life opportunities at
South Campus or Bowling Green Community College. Another possible
recommendation would be to work with the Vice President of Student Affairs,
students at BGCe, and faculty and staff there to create an SGA Student Life
presence, with the creation of a South Campus Student Life Long term plan,
where the University takes the approach of funding a position and having a
budget for student life at South Campus. This would provide the necessary
identity building that this campus lacks. And, a police state at this campus is not
the answer. It would also help students there feel that there is someone they can
go to report possible incidences, get involved, and to shape their identity.

In conclusion, I feel we have a safe campus and many have come to SGA
recently to express that. SGA has worked hard to provide additional police
protection, funded police tools such as bicycles, funded and pushed for
emergency poles, and sponsored a now annual Campus Safety Walk which has
curbed the lighting problem we had just four years ago. But, as the Student
Government, we need to aid students in the reporting of crimes and the possibility
of crime, belp the administration co~unicate to students better, and ensure that
all are trained in times of disaster. rft addition to all of this, I will be attending a
town hall forum with Black Students of Western ancfthe Black Student Alliance
to discuss the happenings of October 22nd • I encourage ·you all to attend .

•

In other news, I will be attending the S,tudent Affairs conunittee meeting
tomorrow night to discuss several exciting ideas including lowering textbook
prices in the long run, the tuition settin'g proposal and the Governor's reaction to
it, and the focus of our lobbying efforts in Frankfort this spring. If these issues
grind you gears make plans to attend!
On Tuesday November 11 th at 4:45 p.m., right before Senate, the University
photographer will be here to take pictures of each Senator for the website. Please
dress appropriately!
Please take the time to vote in the Homecoming Queen election and in the SGA
referendum on the printing quota. The executive cabinet voted at their last
meeting to add a referendum to the student body election for Homecoming Queen
to aid our Senate in making decisions based upon a printing quota. I will be in
close communication with the committee heads with the results of the referendum
when I am made aware of it.
I hope you all have a safe and fun Halloween, Homecoming, and All Saints Day. I
also hope that you all make sure to vote on Tuesday, November 4th in the general
election. Take time to get to know these candidates and choose the person you see
best to lead our nation or serve in any local governmental capacity. If you need a
ride to the polls, call (270) 202-4256. Remember, there are many nations who do
not have the luxury to cast a ballot for anything. Let's not take this privilege for
granted.

Executive Vice President - Kayla W. Shelton
Monique Gooch stood and spoke on behalf of Kayla W Shelton
Sorry the t-shirts are not in yet, but they should be in tomorrow. If you stop by the
office at about 3 p.m. you should be able to get one.

Administrative Vice President - R. Reagan Gilley
I emailed out the new budget. It should be in your inbo{(.
Our first Organizational Aid proposal is up for first reading tonight. Please look
over it and come with questions tomorrow,
Happy Halloween!

Speaker of the Senate - Nathan J. Eaton
First I would like to thank you for the awesome legislation that is up for tonight' s
meeting. I would love to see three pieces of legislation up for first reading every
week.
Staff Reports

....

Chief of Staff: SkylarJordan
\ I
The Herald did an amazing job of covering the events of last Wednesday. Better
even than CNN did.
Some students did not get the emergency texts. This i~ something 1 will be
investigating.
Happy Halloween and Happy Homec~ming!
,

There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Starkey: Can we set a
meeting time for a picture at the tent? Jordan: How about at 1:30? Speaker Eaton:
Everybody meet at the tent at 1:30 to take a picture. President Boles: The tent is right
outside of DUe.
The Homecoming Queen Selection Board meets tomorrow, starting at 3:30. It
probably won't be over until about 10:00.
Director of Public Relations: Moniq ue Gooch
If you have any movie equipment, please let me know so we can start filmin g.
We will be rescheduling Movie Night, so be on the lookout for an email abOUt"
that.
Please come to the Town Hall meeting tomorrow night at 5:00 p .m. right here in
the Senate chambers.
Happy Halloween!
Director of Academ ic and Student Affairs: M . Andrew Eclov
I went to the bookstore and they were very excited about the idea of Big Red belt
buckles and Big Red Pez dispensers. They were also very excited about the BuyA-Book scholarships.
For Western Wednesdays tomorrow I need one person to help set up at 12:15.
Please fill up all of the time slots.
H appy H alloween!
Director of Information Technology: Persons Unassigned
No report.
Committee Reports
Standing

••

Academic Affairs: Brittany-Ann Wick
We didn't meet last week because of the incident on campus.
Please go to the town hall meeting tomorrow night at 5:00 p.m. here in the Senate
chambers.
Buy~A-Book scholarship applications are now available, so I now need a selection
board.

·...

,

Campus Improvements: Ben Lineweaver
\"
Good evening, everybody.
We have lots of legislation up for tonight, so please make sure you are familiar
with it.
t
Legislative Research Committee: Kevin Smiley .f,
Authors of pieces of legislation up for fust reading t9night need to come to the
Legislative Research Committee meeting on Thursday.
We have been, for the past few weeks, been looking at the Constitution and seeing
what needs to be changed. I encourage you all to attend if that interests you.
Senator Forsythe and I had a meeting with the Academy kids to talk about how
they would like to be represented within the Student Government Association.
They had some very interesting ideas.
Public Relations: Vanessa Scott
'\f\'e still can't start filming the commercials until we have the video equipment. so
if you have any, let either myself or Monique know as soon as possible.
Please be on the lookout for an email about the controversial movie series.
Student Affairs: Jesse Caylor
President Boles will be coming to our meeting tomorrow to discuss some things.
Please attend if you can.

Ad-Hoc
SU5tainability: Joey Coe
Senator Beers stood and spoke on behalf of Joey Coe
We have a resolution about the recycling bin up for first reading tonight.

Special Orders
University Committee Reports
Board of Regents~ The fourth quarterly meeting will be on Friday
Student Research Council ~ Set the meeting dates for conferences.

Judicial Council Report
No report.

•

•

Bowling Green City Commission Report
No report.
Presidential Approvals
Parking and Transportation Ticket Appeals'Board:
Megan Green
Jacob Miers
Kevin Smiley
Corey Bewley
Senator Wi ck motioned to vote on the nominees with a blanket vote. There was a second.
The motion passed unanimously.
The nominees passed unanimously.

Presidential Appointments
Parking and Transportation Ticket Appeals Board:
Kayla W. Shelton
Student Senator:
Austin Bernard Wingate
Senator Egerer motioned to suspend the bylaws to vote to not have the Student Senate
meet on the both November 4th and Novembe r 25th There was a second. The motion
passed with one abstention.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Wick: I say yes to the
meeting on the 4th, no to the meeting on the 25 th .
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Calhoun: Some of us won't
be here right before Christmas.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Santana: There is class oI.l
November 25th so should have a meeting.
There was a request for a Point of Information fro m Senator Calhoun: This will light a
fire under us and make us work harder.
There was a request for a Point of htformation from Senator Martin; I live five hours
from home, and I can' t afford to lose an entire night with my family, which is what
would happen if we had the meetings on those Tuesdays.

•

•

There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Johns: Can we make it for
another day?
There was a request fo r a Point of Information from Justice Bewley: If you suspend the
byl ~ws, the rules won' t matter.

•

There was a request fo r a Point of Information from President Boles: If you are
interested, you would have to make a motidrl to have the meetings on a different day.

Senator Starkey motioned to amend the motion to move the N.ovembe r 4rh meeting to
November 3m, and to move the November 251h meeting to No vember 241h There was a
second.

•

There was a request for a Point of Information from SenatQr Logan: Will the meetings be
counted against us? Justice Bewley:_No.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Calhoun: Can you adjourn a
meeting while not in the bylaws? Justice Bewley: Yes.

Th e motion to amend the motion passed with three (3) abstentions.
There was a request for a Point of Order from Parliamentarian Smiley: The motion now
reads "I move to move the November 4th meeting to November 3rd, and the November
25 th meeting to November 24th.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Pennington: Would we have
to notify people if we can' t make it to the meeting? Speaker Eaton: Yes, you would.
rd

The motion passed unanimously. Th e Student Senate will nOw meet on November 3 and
Novembe r 24th , instead of November 4th and November 25th , respectively.

Unfinished Business

Bill 04-08-F Providing Non-Emergency Medical Transit
Senator Santana motioned to have the bill constructively read. There was a second. The
motion passed with nineteen (19) infavor, five (5) opposed, and two (2) abstentions.
The author, Senator Lineweaver, stood to speak about the bill.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Dustin Milam: Who would make the
determination of the severity of the injury? Senator Lineweaver: That would be up to the
student. This is a non-emergency transport system, so we will be asking the students to
use a little common sense.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Turner: 'Will this cost the
students anything? Senator Lineweaver: No, it would not. If this bill passes, SGA would

. ,.

pay $500 and that would cover the cost of transportation for the students using the
service.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator W ick: What kind of training
will the drivers have? Will they be held responsible if something goes wrong during
tranSit? Senator Lineweaver: The drivers will be just that- driv.$rs. As far as liability goes,
the drivers will make a judgment call should S'omething go wrong.

\,

There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Rowland: When will the
service run? Senator Lineweaver: All week.

",

There was a request fo r a Point of Information from Senator Pennington: Would you h ave
to go to the Medical Center? Senator Lineweaver: No, presumably, you could go to
whichever hospital you wanted.
"

There was a request for a Point of Information from Chief of Staff Jordan: The Medical
Center is a fully functional hospital. You get the same kind of treatment there that you
would if you went to an "actual" hospital.

••

There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Wick: Would people be
charged at health services? Senator Lineweaver: People will not be charged for the
transportation to the hospital. They will be charged for any medical services incurred
during their stay at the hospital.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Huff: Will the drivers be
required to have any certifications? Senator Lineweaver: We can put that in the contract
if you guys want.
There was a request fo r a Point of Information from Senator Wick: This legislation is
vague. I'm concerned about the well being of the student.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Starkey: This is mainly a
service that will help people that don't get out much.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Turner: The drivers are not
providers of medical service. Let them deal with it.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Santana: It would ultimately
be up to the students using the service to determine if it was an emergency or not.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Calhoun: How many
vehicles would be available? Senator Lineweaver: Probably only one, because only about
15-20 people use this service per year.

Senator Calhoun motioned to end debate on the bill. There was a second. The motion
- - - - - -passed-with-one-{-1-J-against. - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - -- The bill passed with one (1) opposed and two (2) abstentions.

Resolution 05 ~08·F Student Level F lrst Response Team
Senator Santana motioned to have the resolution constrnctively read. The motion passed
with fourteen (14) in/avor, seven (7) opposed, and three (3) abstentions.

....

The'author, Dustin W. Milam, stood to speak. about the resolution.
~

There was a request for a Point of lnfonnat4>ln from Senator Venable: How is this
different from campus paramedics? Dustin Milam: We don:t have full-time campus
paramedics. They are hired only during We~tem events.

., '

•

Senator Turner requested a friendly amendment to add "For the Student Government
Association a/Western Kentucky University" to the beginning a/ the "PURPOSE" clause
and to replace "provide" in the "PURPOSE" clause with "recommend". The
'
'.
amendment was accepted as friendly.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Wick: What kind of
situations will this be used for and how will the First Responders be contacted? Dustin
Milam: The text messaging system will be utilized.

••

There was a request for a Point of Information from Chief of Staff Jordan: 'What if the
responders make the situation worse? What kind of liability does the University have?
Dustin Milam: I have spoken with WKU attorney Deborah Wilkins and the resolution has
passed her inspection. Also, Kentucky recognizes the Good Samaritan law.
There was a request for a Point of Information from D irector of Academic and Student
Affairs Edov: Does the first responder have to be checked into a dorm? Dustin Milam:
we could try to get shirts, or get some type of badge. The Hall D irector is also notified
when the First Responders are, so they would be expecting somebody.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Huff: Is the text messaging
system the only way to notify people? Dustin Milam: We will be using the SMS text
messaging system.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Wick: First Responders are a
more intense, in depth version of somebody who is certified to give Erst aid.

Senator Calhoun motioned to end technical questions. There was a second. The motion
passed with three (3) opposed.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Starkey: If a situation
requires four people to attend to it, things can get crazy pretty quickly.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Wick: First Responders are
on campus. If they're nearby, they will help. This will be an efficient way to organize
--------~iliem,--------------------------------------------------------

There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Huff: I have a problem with
the way the First Responders will be contacted. I can't help but feel that some of them
won't get the text message.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Dustin Milam: This already has full
....
campus support. I would like to get SGA's support.

•

There was a request for a Point-of ID.formatip}1 from Senator Venable: I feel weary about
supporting something that could put students in danger.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Wick: In a situation such as
the one we had last Wednesday, the First Responders would not be allowed to leave .

•

There was a request for a Point of Information from Dustin Milam: It is the individual's
'
.,
responsibility to determine what to do.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Johns: A great idea would be
to ask the ROTC nurses to do this. We should have a contract as well that states they
won't sue the university.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Calhoun: Would we have to
amend the resolution to include the contract? President Boles: No, you wouldn't have to.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Lineweaver: what if
somebody does not have a cell phone that receives text messages? Dustin Milam: They
would probably receive a pager,
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Huff: Would you have to
send out a text message to every student through the SMS text messaging system? Dustin
Milam: No, you wouldn't have to.
Senator Johns requested afriendly amendment to add a "WHEREAS " clause stating "All
applicants must sign a contract to limit YVKU's liability." The amendment was accepted
as friendly.
Senator Wick motioned to end debate. There was a second. The motion passed with three
(3) opposed.

New Business
Bill 05·08·F Organization Aid Appropriations for Phi Alpha Social Work Honors
Society, communication Ambassadors, Glasgow R egional Center Gamma B eta Phi,
and Lambda Pi Eta Student Organizations

Resolution 06-08-F A Resolution to Support the Relocation of the Student
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -,GovernmenCAssocHitiOilRecycling Bin

Resolution 07-08-F The Condemnation of Tagging and Other Graffiti

..
Announcements

.

Jolulatbon Boles: Campus Improvements will meet after the Senate
, meeting is adjourned.
The last two pages of your agenda are about the annual Campus Safety Walk. If you have
""
any questions ask me.
Skylar Jordan: SGA Homecoming picture is on Saturday at 1:30. Try to dress nice for
tailgating.
~,
Wes Calhoun: The movie series tonight willbe showing in Grise 340 at 7:30 p .m.
Bradley Venable: Thanks for writing letters, ~verybody! We wrote almost 30,000 letters!
LaDarra Starkey: Congratulations, FIJI! They have 40 Founding Fathers, with a
cumulative GPA of 3.51
"
Jacob Turner: Friday is the annual Math Symposium.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:38 pm.
Jacob A. Miers, Secretary of the Senate
Student Government Association
Western Kentucky University

•

•

